October 17, 2007

Salem Lutheran Church

anniversary of the Salem Lutheran Church.

As churches we share the mission of being senddr@od in our world
today. We pray to the Lord that He will bless ydiuyaour anniversary as
well as your everyday life.

| have said these things to you so that my joy lbeay you, and that your
joy may be complete. This is my commandment, thaloye one another
as | have loved you. No one has greater love than to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends. You are my friends if yauwlhat | command you. |
do not call you servants any longer, because theasé does not know
what the master is doing; but | have called yoarfds, because | have
made known to you everything that | have heard fmonrather. You did
not choose me but | chose you. And | appointedygo and bear fruit,
fruit that will last, so that the Father will giweou whatever you ask him in
my name. | am giving you these commands so thathgguove one an-

From the church of Sweden | send greetings to jYiazekebrating the 100th‘
other. John 15:11-17. ‘

Yours in Christ
Anders Wejryd
Archbishop of Uppsala

%

Newsletter Deadline
January 18, 2008

Welca Meetings

Bethany Circle—
will meet January
2 at11:30 a.m. at
the Skyline Inn.

Naomi Circle—
January 8 at 1:00
p.m. in the home
of Dorothy John-
son.

Serenity Circle—
will meet Monday,
January 7 at 7:00
p.m. in the home
of Claudette
Swensson.




From the Parish Nurse

By Parish Nurse, Melody Schnell ing tall and proud. It was as if she had a golden

cloak on.
| saw the face of God in this lady. The love amel t
I HAVE A STORY TO TELL prayer shawl that had been given to her was what
AND A REQUEST. she needed to stand straight and be strong. Liaen

S
This fall | went with a group from  that this was more powerful than any medicine she
St. John’s Lutheran church on a could have received. To know that someone cared,

mission trip to help do rehab to the Ssomeone spent the time to pray for someone like her

homes in Biloxi, Mississippi. It was quite an ex- someone took the time to make and bless this gar;
perience. ment for her and to know God’s grace poured over

The one thing | want to tell you about is an ex-  her when she wore this garment was a sight to be;
perience that | had that was something | wish all hold.

of you could or have experienced. The face of | was telling this story to a nurse friend and &ild
God. | worked 4 out of the 5 days in the medical me she had been given a prayer shawl also when
clinic. We would see about 40 patients a day and was having hard times and she said | can’t explain
worked with a volunteer doctor and other volun- to you but it is such a warm, comforting feelinglan
teer nurses. | saw many individuals with all kinds you feel God’s love surrounding you when you ha
of health, social, and mental problems and they it wrapped over you. She said, “I know how it

were of all ages. helped me and | now make them for others so they

| met a lady who was about in her 50’s who was can experience that same wonderful comfort.” The
brought in by one of her friends. When | asked are crocheted, knitted, or quilt like made withdsie
this lady, who held her head down and could ings, love, and prayers that those receiving these
barely make eye contact, how I could help her  gifts will know the gracious, loving and healing
she started by telling me her health problems God.

which were overwhelming. So, | said lets start at | know we have had many individuals at Salem wh
the top and work our way down. Her eyes were have been very ill this past year who could have
bloodshot and they kept watering. | couldn’t téll i greatly benefited from a gift as this. Either ayra

she had an eye infection or was crying. | finally shawl, a lap robe, or afghan that was made by those

realized she had been crying. | knew | had to do who love God and prayed for the one who would u

something other than just have her see the doctorthis garment. These warming drapes are a reminder

She needed much more than that. | asked her if |of God’s ever present love which is as near tog®u
could pray for her and we prayed together. | your own body is to your spirit. They can use it
made the referrals | felt she needed. Severalhouwhenever they are drawn to prayer, feeling sad or
had passed and she had seen all of the team mentllessed, or when they have no interest in prayer b
bers | had wanted her to see. | saw her standing iwould like to be reminded of God'’s loving presenc
the lobby. The social worker had given her a and care. At times they may cling to it because it
prayer shawl that had been donated to the churchhelps them cling to God. They may want to keep it
My lady, who had the reddened eyes from crying, always or pass it on to someone else in need.
who came in with her head hanging down in de-

spair and would barely make eye contact, who | am now going to ask if any of you would be will-
came in without any hope was now standing in théng to make these garments that helps give peace
lobby clutching tightly a prayer shawl wrapped  comfort, healing, and strength? | will purchase th
around her and | don’t think you could have got- Yyarn and get the patterns or the material if thia |
ten that shawl away from her by any means. Her problem. To be reminded that you are loved and
face was beaming with a smile that went from ear never forgotten is a gracious and loving gift. We

to ear and her eyes were clear and she was standstarting a new year and this is a way to share your

love of God with others. If you want to see thed-ac
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of God, you will see what | mean.
Wishing all of you a Happy New Year.
MelodParish Nurse

FREE BRUNCH AND DRAWINGS
FOR DOOR PRIZES

| thought that would get your attention. We really
need your help. The blood bank is in critical need
of blood in January.

January 1% from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. we

will be having the Mississippi

Blood Bank here to collect

blood donations. One pint of

your blood can save 3 lives and

the normal adult has 10 to 12

pints of blood in their body.

Only about 5 % of the 60% eli-
gible donors donate blood and one out of five peo-
ple entering the hospital will need blood. The
blood donations stay here locally for Genesis and
Trinity and only about 2% is left over and this is
sent out to other areas as needed. The Mississippi
Blood Bank is 1 out of the 7 blood banks in the
USA who is able to send plasma overseas for the
soldiers. No blood is wasted!

If you have any questions on whether you can do-
nate please call the parish nurse. Anyone 17 and
over can donate. A 16 year old does need written

consent of parent. If you know of anyone else who
would like to donate bring them along.

Some of the exceptions are wt. less than 110
pounds, being on blood thinner coumadin, blood
sugars not in control, 48 hours after final orad an
14 days after iv antibiotics, last blood donati@a b
fore Nov. 17 ok, blood transfusion or blood prod-
ucts in past 12 months, 5 year cancer free with no
treatment ok, leukemia and lymphomas not ac-
cepted, blood pressure must be in control, no fever
cough , or sore throat or pain in chest, has téze
hours since major dental work with no infection, if
ears pierced or tattooed outside of lowa, Missouri,
or Wisconsin must wait 12 months, no seizures for
6 months, if heart surgery acceptable after 12
months and heart attacks acceptable after 6 months
if stable and no restrictions, if on antiviral megéls
wks post delivery ok. Some of the other reasons

for not donating would be hepatitis, HIV, or if yo
have spent more than 3 months living out of cou
try there may be a problem.

Please bring your blood donor card if you
have one, your driver’s license or social security
card. If you have previous donations with anoth
center please bring this documentation so blood
center can credit your record. The whole proces
will take about 1 hour and the actual blood dona
tion about 5 to 10 minutes. Please call Salem
church 764-5614 and set up an appointment for
Jan 12 am.

Donors will be served a wonderful brunch an
be eligible for drawing of door prizes from local
businesses. Help us make this a success as a
sonal gift from you and a donation from the
churches. Thank you.— Melody, Parish Nurse

ARE YA READY? Salem’s
God Star Youth Program is
starting up the New Year
with a BANG! The program is
designed to provide youth
(grades 3-6) the opportunity
for spiritual growth through
social and service activities. In other words, we
plan to have loads of fun while learning to work
(and play) together and share our talents as you
We plan to meet once a month for different activ
ties either at the church or at another location
(field trip!). Our first meeting is on February
10th in Salem’s Youth Room from 1:00 —3:00
p.m. If your child plans to attend God Stars (or if
you have any questions), call or e-mail Sally Pat
terson at 762-6301 or twinturtle@sbcglobal.net
see ya there!

Youth on Fire! Schedule

Sherrie is on medical leave until February. You
activities will resume in February. The 30 Hour
Famine has been rescheduled for April 19. Have
very Happy and Blessed New Year.

Thank You!
Thank you to all of the Sunday school chil-
dren. It was a joy to do our Christmas Play
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“The Wonder” with you. You all did a marvel-
ous job! To all of the parents who helped make
sure their children got to practices, and to those
parents who helped with getting the play ready,
and getting the children ready the day of the
play....Thank you very much.
Thanks to all of our Salem Angels who pro-
vided our “Adopted Angel” family with won-
derful gifts to brighten their Christmas.

— Sherrie

52 CLUB!

Joining the 52 club is easy! Just make a pledgenymbers. Singing with such a large group is exci

of $1 per week to the Youth on Fire Trip fund pay-
able monthly or yearly. And help the kids help
others!

Check payable to Salem Youth Leagiedge
Cards are available on the table in the narthex.
Questions call Sherrie Cordes home 1-309-441-
6390, E-mailcordes3@geneseon.net

Salem-Willard

Outreach Partnership
The committee will deliver new
boxes of crayons to Willard so that
they can be distributed on the first
day of second semester, January
22. Thank you to all of you who
have donated boxes and boxes of
crayons. Both the teachers and the
students enjoy receiving the new
crayons, for most of the crayons from the begin-
ning of school are either worn out, broken or lost.
Thank you, also, to those who have so gener-
ously donated gloves, hats, and sweatpants and
Christmas wrapping paper in November and De-
cember. These are items that were requested and
is a very good feeling when we can fulfill those
requests so quickly. Some of you have donated
cash and we will use part of that to purchase under
wear. Little ones sometimes still have accidents,
and that is uncomfortable in cold weather.
The next planned event will be later in the
spring, when hygiene kits are distributed by the
Health and Wellness committee and the Willard

committee hosts the teacher-volunteer appreciation

luncheon. Thanks so much for you support.—Patti

Music in January

Come, See and Hear...Salem’s Bell and Chance

choirs will be participating in the lllowa Hymnfest

January 13, at 7:00 p.m. in Centennial Hall at Au
gustana College, Rock Island
The Salem bells will be play-
ing two numbers and member,
of the choir will join singers
from other Lutheran churches
in a mass choir, to sing famil-

iar hymns, accompanied by an orchestra. The con-

gregation will be invited to join in singing in dle

ing and fun. The Lord’s Prayer will be discussed
by Martin Luther and his son, Hans, in short dia-
logues. | am sure this evening will be an experi-

ence to remember.

The Youth and Chancel choirs will begin work
ing on a musical to be presented in March. The
story is of three young trees and the dreams they
have for when they grow up. We all have
dreams...but often the dreams and reality dif-

fer...but the result is even better than dreambd. T

music is both touching and humorous.
We need volunteers to work on the non-
musical part of the piece and also welcome all ag

to sing with us. The music is mostly in unison and

not difficult, so think about joining us eitheran
musical or non-musical way. This is a fun and ea
way to participate in a Salem activity. If you have
n't done so in a while, this is your opportunity to
ease in.

Can You Help?

The “Welcome Place” is
looking for volunteer
Greeters for the 8 and
10:45 a.m. services to
make sure our guests at
Salem feel welcomed. All you have do is: Be pre
sent 15 minutes prior to the service to greet visi-
tors; Greet people and identify visitors; Inviten

to sign the guest book; Offer to give them a Salem
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brochure and newsletter; Ask them if they have any

special needs. It is that simple! Please sign up on

the sheet in the narthex.




who had an alcohol problem. | visited him and als
went to his house. He was a very intellectual and
learned man with many books. | learned much fra
him. Yes | learned about alcoholism too—

knowledge but no experience. On Christmas Eve

Sophomores

Sophomores will be serving a meal at the Men’s
Rescue Mission, Monday, January 28. If you would
like t help
serve, cook, or

called me and said he really needed to see me and

o

m

he

provide food,

please sign the

sheet in the

narthex. Any-
one in the church is welcome to help in any way.
For further information, contact Jim Kernan.

What's In the Bible???

2 Samuel 7:1 After the King was settled in his
palace and the Lord had given him rest from all his
enemies around him...

God had built up David’s
Kingdom and was making Jeru-
salem his capital. David wanted
to acknowledge the Lord’s
Kingship and rule by restoring
the ark to a place of prominence
in the nation. God’s answer was
NO. Why?

David’s mission was to fight the Lord’s battle
until Israel was securely at rest in the promisella

A person who is reading the Bible says,

“Geneses was a refresher course for me. Now | am gjnners. Give me a call.

challenged to study books that | know very little
about”.

The discussion groups will meet on Wednesday
night January 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lounge, Sunday,

January 6 at 9:15 a.m. on the stage in the audito-

rium, and Monday, January 7 at 8:00 a.m. at Croon-

ers. If you have any questions about what you are

reading, this is your chance to have them answered.

Everyone is welcome.

Rescue Mission News

| often get my priorities a bit
mixed up—I guess we all do at
times—an example. Several
years ago | was befriending on

talk with me and asked me to come as he needed
help. He was at one of his low points. After tatkin
with him for a bit, | told him I couldn't come aihe
with him for a bit, as this was Christmas Eve and—
“Self righteous me” — | was GOING TO
CHURCH! Now what was more important? Me
going to church or to be with him that night in his
time of need fighting his own personal battle. What
would Christ have done? | had my priorities mixed
up.

And now to the point of my story. You may be
just the person God is calling to fill someone’s
needs by bringing your message of encouragement,

assurance and hope to those at the Rock Island Res-

cue Mission. This is one of Salem’s ministries. One

person each month to bring such a message to those

at the mission. God invites you to make it your pr
ority to be His witness to the less fortunate. Some
really are less fortunate. Some do not have a per:
sonal relationship with Jesus. What you say may
make a difference in their life.

Your message can be your own story or what
God has laid upon your heart to say. No experience
needed—as simple as one sinner talking to other

Rescue Mission Coordinator
Merlin Swanson 788-2809

Coffee Anyone?

Through the LWR COFFEE PROJECT, our con-
gregation can enjoy delicious
coffee and cocoa while helping
some small scale farmers in
Latin America, Africa and Asia
as they build a better future for
themselves and their families.

Through this project,
farmers earn a fair price for their products, have
access to affordable credit, and gain a long-term
trading partner they can trust, a Fair Trade Organi
zation called Equal Exchange. —
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With your support, these communities invest in
education, health care, and agricultural improve-
ments.

In addition, for each pound of coffee or cocoa
purchased by Lutheran Churches through the pro-
ject, Equal Exchange makes a contribution to LWR
“Small Farmer Fund” for projects supporting small
farmers and their families.

Equal Exchange is committed to Fair Trade on
100% of our coffee and cocoa products. Please
help Salem support this worthy project. You will
find coffee displayed for your purchase in the nar-
thex.

The following is a list of memo-
rial gifts given to the church this
past month.

Bea Swansoby Marilyn Boyle
Beverly Malmstady Marilyn Boyle
Christine DeJonghby Hilde Kostka

Sylvia Maierby Charles & Sandra Chadd, Irene
Sundberg

B. Richard Wiklundoy Ron & Clare Roberson,
Dick & Margaret Castle, Jean & Dick Steelman,
Corinne Dreon, Leslie & Jeannine Ingelson, Irene
Sundberg, Marjorie Graflund, Stig & Florence
Anderson, Harold & Barb Johnson, Nancy Ziegler,
Sylvia Petrovich, Donald & Connie Craig, Darlene
Hann, Gail & Jamie Horst

Lois & Allan Saunderdy Darlene Hann
Loved Onedy Betty, Barb & Bonnie

Want to bring a smile to someone?

Lutheran Social Services provides day care
through In Touch. In Touch is an organization that

provides day care for adults so caregivers can have

some respite or be able to continue to work at thei
jobs. One of the activities they have for the indi-
viduals is they play BINGO. Of course you know
everyone likes to win a prize. If you have any old
jewelry, LITTLE knickknacks or would like to do-

nate some microwave popcorn for their Bingo
prizes, | know they would appreciate it. This is|a
nice way to share with others yet help you find/a
place for some little items you no longer want or
need. | will be taking your donations over.

—Melody, Parish Nurse

Evergreens

The Evergreens group
will be taking a break
during the months of
January and Febru-
ary. They will gather again for a program and
meal the 18th of March at 12:00 noon. See you
then.

This n’ That

The worship & Music Committee will meet
again Tuesday, January 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Lounge.

Members of the 100th Anniversary Mother-
Daughter Banquet Committee will meet again
at the church Wednesday, January 16 at 6:30
p.m. in the auditorium. If you are a member of
the Chancel Choir, please plan to join the
committee right after rehearsal. We will con
tinue our work on decorations. Thank you,

—Sue Hargra

Ann Millman, our Aerobics instructor, would
like to extend a special offer to members of
Salem and their friends. Bring your “Best
Friends” this winter and you all will dance for
one low price! All Salem members are invited
to dance for free. Call Ann for more details |at
797-4660.

Thanks You!

Thank you to our Salem Family and friends

for all your cards, phone calls and prayers for our
dear B. Richard Wiklund during his long illness
and hospitalization at Trinity West, Select Spe-
cialty; Genesis East and the University of lowa
hospitals. His journey was a different trial every-
day. A special Thank You to Pastor Randy for his
many visits at all the hospitals and to Parish Hurs

Melody for her visits. The service was wonderful
e




and Thank You to the ladies in the kitchen who | returned yesterday from a trip to Western
provided the lunch. We, as Wiks families, Thank  Tanzania to visit the fish farming work. | went to
you and God Bless you all. It was very much ap- Kasulu, near Lake Tanganika, and Musoma on

preciated! —Jean Paulson & family Lake Victoria. These are very large lakes. My vis
The Wiklund Family its were very encouraging. The work is relatively
The Kay Family new in the Kasulu area. We visited one village
The Matters Family where 30 ponds were built in the last 6 months. |
The Oakberg Family also visited a mental health hospital in the high-

lands where | met a missionary doctor from Ivory

From our Missionaries the Murnyaks Coast who wants to build about 8 ponds to provide

Dear Friends of Supporting Congregations, fish for the patients. He also has training in @gjri

Greetings in the name of Our Lord and Saviour provide manure to fertilize the ponds. It is araide
Jesus Christ. Much has happened since | last wrotssite for fish and cattle. He will continue with e

to you in June of this year. | have gotten married, plans getting support and technical advice from qur

went on a honeymoon to Zanzibar, visited the USA Heifer staff and partners we trained in fish farguin
briefly this summer, returned to Tanzania and have

been busy with work. I met a farmer in another village who has just

completed and stocked a new large fish pond. Hg

Kari, my wife, is with me in Arusha. She is the process of building another 3 ponds. He is an

working half time for Yale University having taken evangelist in the Pentecostal Church. He was ve
a leave of absence from her teaching responsibili- animated and excited about fish farming. | asked
ties, but continues to work on public health pro-  him how he became interested in it and learned

jects, grant writing, and research from Arusha us- about it. He explained that he first heard abastt fi
ing the internet. She visits project throughout Af-  farming on a radio program that sparked his inter
rica so it is closer from here than New Haven, Con-est. He then read a fish farming book in Swahili

necticut. that clearly explains how to build ponds and raise

The aquaculture work for Heifer in other Afri- ~ fish. He spoke very highly about this book. | asked

can countries is going slower than | hoped. It what book it was and he showed it to me. It was
seems they think more about fish farming when | the book that Meredith and | wrote 17 years ago.

am there and tend to put it on the back burner whervas so encouraging for me to talk with that farme

| am gone. | can not be critical though because | and see what he has done by just following the
know the staff in these programs are very busy im- book.

plementing multiple livestock and agriculture pro- In the Musoma area we visited the village of

jects. | can only hope that after the New Year the  Nyasoro where fish farming work was started a

progress will pick up. little over a year. When | visited last year there
One concern that we are having living in were 4 new ponds. Today there are 55. | met wit

Arusha is the increase in the security risk. There  the fish farmers and village leaders and thenedsi

has been a noticeable and worrying increase in theabout 20 ponds. We sampled fish out of 5 ponds.

frequency of break-ins, robberies and rape. One  The fish looked great—big and healthy. The farm

ture and plans to raise dairy cattle near the ptmds
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feels very helpless in the face of these dangets an ers are pleased with the results and fish growth.
learns how much we depend on God. Several ex- They are harvesting fish regularly. One farmer to

Id

pat families, who are friends, have been trauma- me he harvested 130 pOUﬂdS of fish over the last 8

tized by these crimes. | ask your prayers for heal- months from his pond.
ing within these families and an improvement of At the end of the day | was quite tired. We
the security situation. went back to the village office for sodas and ® d
cuss the project. We were almost finished when
—

an
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older woman with a beautiful face and missing
several front teeth said she has the best pond in
the village and the biggest fish but you didn’titvis
my pond. | want you to come see my pond. The
other farmers told her | can not see every pond
and it was getting too late. She was disappointed,;
as was |, but such are the shortcomings of my
short visits. By just looking into her face | read
the enthusiasm and pride she had in fish farming.

In closing let me say life is good for us in
Arusha. We have many friends, a caring commu-
nity, rewarding work, and it is so nice being mar-
ried to Kari. Jesse continues to do well in his$ las
year of high school. He is exciting about going to
college in the states next year. He is in the m®ce
of applying now. Chris is doing well with work
and life in the USA. We are blessed by God and
have so much to be thankful for. May God bless
you richly and fully.

Peace, Dennis Murnyak and Kari Hartwig

Welcome New Members

Ron & Jeanne Johnson

Max & Marilyn Benson

New Member Reception

Gene & Joanne Schrupp

Jeanette Peters




January
Readers Communion Assistants
06 Bonnie Lartz
13 Loryann Eis
20 Faye Wallace
27 Eileen Prusator (9:30 a.m.)
06 Darlene Hann
13 Jon Gustafson
20 Patti Tollerud
27 9:30 a.m. Service only
January
Assisting Minister
06 Ellen Whitcomb
13 Jim Kernan
20 Daryl Townsend
27 Bonnie Townsend

Merlin and Marilyn Swanson.

Our thanks to John Anderson, Dick Tillberg and B@iiklund who continue to serve as our ushers
each Sunday, and to our volunteers Saturday eveWauneta Earl, Howard Findahl, Michelle Hoeg and

"

1 Ann Yoeckel

2 April Bowen
Carol Moran

3 Lester Kreider
Mitchell Radovich

4 Todd Petersen

11 Paul Grueber
Marti Kernan

12 Cecil Kilgard
Beth Tagtmeier
Barbara Tillberg

13 Charles Archibald
Heather Locander

14 James Jaggers
Richard Jones

16 Mary Gidel
Daryl Townsend
Tyler Wilburn

17 Helen Anderson
Jamie Horst
Benjamin Klocke
Lauren Lamourt

19 Linda Lundgren

20 Howard Findahl
Alice Hoover
Terrence Jones

21 Milton Johnson
Larry Ontiveros

22 Patricia Mirfield

Virginia Nordstrom
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23 Tim Anderson
Jon Lee

25 Carol Bordner
Margaret Lind

27 Emma Kelly

28 Devyn Jasper
Owen Kump
Ivan Wallace

30 Hilde Kostka
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We thank all those who donated morIL-
tarily to our faith bonds drive to resur

face our parking lofThose bonds have
now been paid in full.

Balance of Salem’s Loan Indebtedne
Faith Bonds Issued $ -O-
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